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Table 4.4.2: Summary of rare and uncommon tree species in southern 
Ontario: status and distribution. 

 

Site Region      Scientific Name Common Name  NHIC Status1 COSEWIC 
(National)2 

COSSARO 
(Ontario)2 

6E 7E 

Acer nigrum Black Maple S4   X X 

Aesculus glabra Ohio Buckeye S1    X 
Betula lenta3 Cherry Birch, Sweet Birch S1    X 
Betula populifolia Gray Birch S5   X  
Carya laciniosa Big Shellbark Hickory S3    X 
Carya glabra  Sweet Pignut Hickory S3    X 
Castanea dentata American Chestnut S3 thr   X 
Celtis occidentalis Hackberry S4   X X 
Cercis canadensis Redbud SX    X 
Crataegus spp.4 Hawthorn (several species) SH-S3    X 
Fraxinus profunda Pumpkin Ash S2    X 
Fraxinus quadrangulata Blue Ash S3 thr vul  X 
Gleditsia triacanthos3 Honey Locust S2    X 
Gymnocladus dioicus Kentucky Coffee Tree S2 thr thr  X 
Juglans nigra Black Walnut S4   X X 
Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip Tree S4    X 
Magnolia acuminata Cucumber Tree S2 end end  X 
Morus rubra5 Red Mulberry S2 end   X 
Nyssa sylvatica3 Black Gum S3    X 
Picea rubens Red Spruce S4   X  
Pinus rigida Pitch Pine S2S3   X  
Platanus occidentalis Sycamore,  Plane Tree S4   X X 
Ptelea trifoliata Hoptree S3 vul   X 
Quercus bicolor Swamp White Oak S4   X X 
Quercus ellipsoidalis Hill’s Oak (Northern Pin Oak) S3    X 
Quercus muhlenbergii Chinquapin Oak S4   X X 
Quercus palustris Pin Oak S3    X 
Quercus shumardii Shumard Oak S3 vul vul  X 
Quercus velutina Black Oak S4   X X 
Salix nigra Black Willow S4?   X X 
Sassafras albidum Sassafras S4    X 

 
 
 
1(S1) - extremely rare, usually 5 or fewer occurrences in Ontario; (S2) - very rare, usually between 6-20 occurrences; in 

Ontario, or few remaining hectares; (S3) – rare to uncommon in Ontario, usually between 21-100 occurrences, may 
have fewer occurrences, but with some extensive examples remaining; (S4) – apparently secure in Ontario (but rare in 
much of southern Ontario); SH – historically known from Ontario but not verified recently;  Note: combinations of 
ranks indicate that information is insufficient to accurately assign a single rank 

2end = endangered, thr = threatened, vul = vulnerable; status report prepared for all species with COSEWIC status 
3MNR status report has been prepared but has not been approved by COSEWIC or COSSARO 
4approximately 15 “species” ranging from SH to S3, but most species difficult to identify 
5recovery plan in preparation  
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Table 4.4.3:  Summary of rare and uncommon shrub and woody vine 
species in southern Ontario: status and distribution. 

Site 
Region 

Scientific Name Common Name  NHIC 
Status1 

COSEWIC 
(National)2

COSSARO
(Ontario)2 

6E 7E 

Amelanchier amabalis Juneberry S2S3   X X 
Asimina triloba4 Pawpaw S3    X 
Campsis radicans Trumpet Creeper S2    X 
Ceanothus americanus New Jersey Tea S4   X X 
Ceanothus herbaceus Narrow-leaved New Jersey Tea S4   X X 
Celtis tenuifolia Dwarf Hackberry  S2 vul vul X X 
Chimaphila maculata Spotted Wintergreen S1 end   X 
Cornus drummondii Rough-leaved Dogwood S4    X 
Cornus florida Flowering Dogwood S3?    X 
Corylus americana4 American Hazel S5   X X 
Crataegus douglasii Douglas’ Hawthorn S4?   X  
Euonymus atropurpurea Burning Bush S3    X 
Hamamelis virginiana4 Witch-hazel S5   X X 
Hudsonia tomentosa Woolly Beach-heath S2-S3   X X 
Hypericum kalmianum Kalm’s St. John’s-wort S4   X X 
Hypericum prolificum Shrubby St. John’s-wort S2    X 
Gaylussacia baccata Black Huckleberry S4   X X 
Lindera benzoin4 Spicebush S5   X X 
Malus coronaria Wild Crabapple S4    X 
Myrica pensylvanica Bayberry S1    X 
Prunus americana Wild plum S4    X 
Quercus ilicifolia Bear Oak S1   X  
Quercus prinoides3 Dwarf Chinquapin Oak S2    X 
Rhododendron canadense Rhodora S1   X  
Rhus copallina Shining Sumac S3-S4   X X 
Rhus vernix Poison Sumach S4   X X 
Rosa carolina Pasture Rose S4    X 
Rosa setigera Prairie Rose S3 vul vul X X 
Rubus flagellaris Northern Dewberry S4   X X 
Rubus parviflorus White-flowering Raspberry S4   X  
Rubus setosus Bristly Blackberry S4?   X X 
Smilax hispida Bristly Greenbrier S4   X X 
Smilax rotundifolia Round-leaved Greenbrier S2 thr vul  X 
Staphylea trifoliata Bladder-nut S4   X X 
Vaccinium corymbosum High-bush Blueberry S4   X X 
Vaccinium pallidum Dryland Blueberry S4   X X 
Vaccinium stamineum Deerberry S1 thr  X X 
Viburnum recognitum Southern Arrowwood S4   X X 
Vitis aestivalis Summer Grape S4    X 
Vitis labrusca Fox Grape S1   X X 
Vitis vulpina Frost Grape S1    X 

 
1S1 - extremely rare, usually 5 or fewer occurrences in Ontario;  S2 - very rare, usually between 6-20 occurrences in Ontario;   

S3 - rare in Ontario, usually between 21-100 occurrences in Ontario;  S4 -  uncommon to locally common and apparently secure  
in Ontario (but rare in much of southern Ontario); S5 – demonstrably secure in Ontario but may be rare in some regions; SH  
– historically known from Ontario but not verified recently;  SX – apparently extirpated from Ontario 

2end = endangered; thr = threatened; vul = vulnerable;  status report prepared for all COSEWIC designated species 
3MNR status report has been prepared but not approved by COSEWIC or COSSARO 
4rare throughout most of Site Region 6E 
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Table 4.4.4:  Summary of some1 rare and uncommon herbaceous plant species of 
   southern Ontario forests and woodlands:  status and distribution. 

Site Region Scientific Name Common Name  NHIC 
Status2 

COSEWIC 
(National)3 

COSSARO 
(Ontario)3 6E 7E 

Agrimonia parviflora Swamp Agrimony S3    X 
Aletris farinosa Colic Root S2 thr thr  X 
Allium cernuum Nodding Onion S2    X 
Anemonella thalictroides Rue-anemone S3   X X 
Aplectrum hyemale Putty-root S2   X X 
Arisaema dracontium Green Dragon S3 vul vul  X 
Asclepias verticillata Whorled Milkweed S2   X X 
Asclepias viridiflora Green Milkweed S2   X X 
Asplenium scolopendrium Hart’s-tongue Fern S3   X X 
Aster divaricatus White Wood Aster S1 thr   X 
Aster prenanthoides Crooked-stem Aster S2 vul vul  X 
Aster schreberi Schreber’s Aster S2    X 
Aster shortii Short’s Aster S2    X 
Astragalus neglectus Cooper’s Milk Vetch S3   X X 
Aureolaria pedicularia Fern-leaved False Foxglove S3    X 
Baptisia tinctoria Yellow Wild Indigo S2    X 
Botrychium lanceolatum Narrow Triangle Moonwort S3   X X 
Botrychium oneidense Blunt-lobed Grapefern S3   X X 
Botrychium rugulosum Rugulose Grapefern S2   X X 
Camassia scilloides Wild Hyacinth S2 vul   X 
Carex careyana Carey’s Wood Sedge S2    X 
Carex davisii Awned Graceful Sedge S2    X 
Carex gracilescens  Slender Wood Sedge S3    X 
Carex hirsutella Hairy Green Sedge S3    X 
Carex jamesii Grass Sedge S3    X 
Carex muskingumensis Swamp Oval Sedge S2    X 
Carex seorsa Swamp Star Sedge S2    X 
Carex squarrosa Narrow-leaved Cattail Sedge S2    X 
Carex swanii Downy Green Sedge S3    X 
Carex virescens Slender Green Sedge S3    X 
Chaerophyllum procumbens Spreading Chervil S2    X 
Chenopodium standleyanum Woodland Goosefoot S2    X 
Cimicifuga racemosa Black Cohosh S2    X 
Conioselinum chinense Hemlock-parsley S3    X 
Corallorhiza odontorhiza Autumn Coral-root S2   X X 
Corydalis flavula Yellow Corydalis S2    X 
Cypripedium arietinum Ram’s-head Lady’s-slipper S3   X X 
Cystopteris laurentiana Laurentian Bladder Fern S2S3   X  
Cystopteris protrusa Lowland Brittle Fern S2    X 
Desmodium canescens Hairy Tick-trefoil S2    X 
Desmodium cuspidatum Bracted Tick-trefoil S3   X X 
Desmodium rotundifolium Round-leaved Tick-trefoil S2   X X 
Erigenia bulbosa Harbinger-of-spring S3    X 
Eupatorium purpureum Purple-jointed Joe Pye Weed S3    X 
Frasera caroliniensis American Columbo S1 vul vul  X 
Galium pilosum Hairy Bedstraw S3   X X 
Geum vernum Spring Avens S3    X 
Gymnocarpium robertianum Limestone Oak Fern S2   X  
Heuchera americana Rock Geranium S2    X 
Hibiscus moscheutos Swamp Rose Mallow S3 vul  X X 
Hieracium paniculatum Panicled Hawkweed S2   X X 
Hieracium venosum Rattlesnake Hawkweed S2   X X 
Hybanthus concolor Green Violet S2   X X 
Hydrastis canadensis Golden Seal S2 thr thr X X 



96 Silviculture and Forest Ecosystem Management

Table 4.4.4:  continued 
Site Region Scientific Name Common Name  NHIC 

Status2 
COSEWIC 
(National)3 

COSSARO 
(Ontario)3 6E 7E 

Hydrophyllum  appendiculatum   Appendaged Waterleaf S2    X 
Isopyrum biternatum False Rue-anemone S2 vul vul  X 
Isotria medeoloides Small Whorled Pogonia S1 end end  X 
Isotria verticillata Large Whorled Pogonia S1 end end  X 
Kriga biflora Two-flowered Cynthia S2    X 
Lactuca floridana Woodland Blue Lettuce S2    X 
Linum virginianum Slender Yellow Flax S2    X 
Liparis liliifolia Purple Twayblade S2 end thr X X 
Listera australis Southern Twayblade S2   X  
Lithospermum latifolium Broad-leaved Puccoon S3    X 
Lupinus perennis Wild Lupine S3   X X 
Lycopus rubellus Stalked Water Horehound S2    X 
Mertensia virginica Bluebells S3    X 
Mimulus alatus Winged Monkey Flower S2    X 
Oxytropis rigidor Stiff Cowbane S2    X 
Panax quinquefolium  American Ginseng S3 end thr X X 
Panicum clandestinum Broadleaf Panic-grass S2    X 
Panicum dichotomum Forked Panic-grass S2   X X 
Peltandra virginica Arrow Arum S2   X X 
Phegopteris hexagonoptera Broad Beech Fern S3 vul vul X X 
Plantago cordata Heart-leaved Plantain S1 end end  X 
Platanthera macrophylla Large Round-leaved Orchid S2   X  
Poa languida Weak Bluegrass S3   X X 
Poa sylvestris Woodland Bluegrass S2    X 
Polygonum arifolium Halbard-leaved Tear-thumb S3   X X 
Pterospora andromedea Giant Pinedrops S2   X X 
Sanicula canadensis var. grandis Long-styled Canadian Snakeroot S2    X 
Smilax ecirrata Upright Carrion-flower S3?    X 
Smilax illinoensis Illinois Carrion-flower S2?    X 
Solidago arguta Sharp-leaved Goldenrod S3   X X 
Stylophorum diphyllum Wood Poppy S1 end end  X 
Tephrosia virginiana Goat’s Rue S1 thr   X 
Thalictrum revolutum Waxy Meadow-rue S2    X 
Thaspium trifoliatum Meadow Parsnip S2    X 
Tradescantia ohiensis Ohio Spiderwort S2    X 
Trillium flexipes Drooping Trillium S1 end   X 
Triphora trianthophora Nodding Pogonia S1 thr   X 
Verbesina alternifolia Wingstem S2S3    X 
Veronia gigantica Giant Ironweed S1S2    X 
Veronia missurica Missouri Ironweed S1S3    X 
Veronicastrum virginicum Culver’s-root S2    X 
Vicia caroliniana Wood Vetch S2   X X 
Viola palmata Palmate Violet S2    X 
Viola striata Cream Violet S3    X 
Woodsia obtusa Blunt-lobed Woodsia S1 thr  X  

 
 

1this is a partial list only; for the most part, only S2 and S3 species have been included; for a complete current listing of 
Ontario’s rare plant species contact the NHIC (www.mnr.gov.on.ca/MNR/nhic/nhic) 

2S1 - extremely rare, usually 5 or fewer occurrences in Ontario; S2 - very rare, usually between 6-20 occurrences in Ontario 
S3 - rare in Ontario, usually between 21-100 occurrences in Ontario;S4 -  uncommon to locally common and apparently 
secure in Ontario (but rare in much of southern Ontario);S5 -  very common and demonstrably obscure in Ontario (but rare 
in one or more of the site regions of southern Ontario) 

3end = endangered; thr = threatened; vul = vulnerable.  Species for which a COSEWIC status is given have a status report 

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/MNR/nhic/nhic
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Table 4.4.5: Summary of rare forest types in southern Ontario and their status.  
Forest Type Status1  Comments 

ELC Community Class: Forest 
ELC Community Series: Deciduous Forest 

Dry-Fresh Oak Deciduous Forest Ecosite: 
Dry-Fresh Black Oak Deciduous Forest Type S3 may not be found in Site Region 

6E 
Dry-Fresh Mixed Oak Deciduous Forest Type S3S4  
Dry-Fresh-Oak-Maple-Hickory Deciduous Forest Ecosite: 
Dry-Fresh Oak-Hickory Deciduous Forest Type S3S4  
Dry-Fresh Hickory Deciduous Forest Type S3S4  
Dry-Fresh Deciduous Forest Ecosite: 
Dry-Fresh Hackberry Deciduous Forest Type S2 occurs on calcareous sites; not 

found in Site Region 6E 
Fresh-Moist Lowland Deciduous Forest Ecosite: 

Fresh-Moist Black Walnut Lowland Deciduous Forest 
Type 

S2S3 not found in Site Region 6E 

Fresh-Moist Black Maple Lowland Deciduous Forest 
Type 

S3 on dry sites and river terraces 

Dry Oak- Pine Mixed Forest Ecosite: 
Dry Oak- Pitch Pine Mixed Forest Type S1 not found in Site Region 7E; Pitch 

Pine stands declining due to fire 
suppression 

Dry Chinquapin Oak- Pine Mixed Forest Type S2 not found in Site Region 6E 
ELC Community Class: Swamp 

ELC Community Series: Coniferous Swamp 
White Pine-Hemlock Mineral Coniferous Swamp Ecosite: 

White Pine Mineral Coniferous Swamp Type  
 

S2 areas where flooding duration is 
short—substrate aerated by early 
to mid-summer 

ELC Community Series: Deciduous Swamp: 
Oak Mineral Deciduous Swamp Ecosite: 

Swamp White Oak Mineral Deciduous Swamp Type S2S3 areas where flooding duration is 
short—substrate aerated by early 
to mid-summer 

Bur Oak Mineral Deciduous Swamp Type S3 areas where flooding duration is 
short—substrate aerated by early 
to mid-summer 

Pin Oak Mineral Deciduous Swamp Type S2S3 areas where flooding duration is 
short—substrate aerated by early 
to mid-summer 

1 S1 extremely rare in Ontario, usually 5 or fewer occurrences or very few remaining hectares; S2 very rare in 
Ontario, usually between 6 and 20 occurrences, or few remaining hectares; S3 rare to uncommon in Ontario, 
usually between 21-100 occurrences, may have fewer occurrences, but with some extensive examples remaining; 
S4 apparently secure in Ontario 
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